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i PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To allow one system time clock STC counter to decode a 
; plurality of coded image data. 

j SOLUTION: A register 9 latches a count of a Free STC counter 7 at a point of time when 
1 a program clock reference PCR is detected and stores a difference between the count 
: and the PCR from a storage section 5 in a storage section 1 1 . In the case that a channel 
0 is a channel for transmitting a master system, a value of the register 9 and a difference 
0 of the channel 0 from the storage section 1 1 are summed and a difference between the 
sum and a PCR 0 from the storage section 5 is taken to control an operation of a system 
time clock generating section 19. A sum of the Free STC counter 7 and the difference 
from the storage section 11 at the point of decoding synchronization is used for a 
reference time of a stream of each channel, and each channel is decoded by comparing 
this reference time with decoding start time information included in each stream. 
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